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It was with such a burden of disabilities that he set
his hand to the great achievements of his life. As he
was without unconditional support, he had to gain his
purposes by manoeuvring with an ever-changing
majority. German democracy resented his reputation
as a flame that had been kindled beyond the frontiers;
and indeed the position he won for himself at home was
based on the esteem he had acquired abroad. But
much self-discipline and many heavy tasks lay before
him. Even the most clear-sighted could only dimly see
the force that was within him. The man who first
recognised his dynamic potentialities was the leader of
his party, Ernst Bassermann.

After the first encounter- at the Goslar assembly,
Bassermann had begun to take notice of the young
barricade-stormer of sanctified traditions. He got into
closer touch with him, and gradually entrusted him
with business of increasing importance. Slowly,
indeed, the conviction grew upon him that here was
his successor. One evening, when the young deputy
and his wife appeared at a reception at Bassermann's
house, the leader of the party cried; " Ah, here come
the Crown Prince and his lady 1" Gustav Stresemann
blushed scarlet with pleasure. For fears he carried
Bassermann's remark about with him as a treasure of
silent satisfaction. He set especial store by it as the
first expression of an early faith in him; the first time
an influential man had prophesied his rise to power.